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W 'l i-am Coon
Trifles By Susan
d aspel |
Trifles is a
1916 one-act

pl ay by the
Amer i can aut hor
and pl ayw i ght
Susan d aspel |
(1876 — 1948).
It’s one of her
nost

ant hol ogi zed

wor ks, al ong
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wth-the 1917
short story she
based upon this
pl ay, A Jury of
Her Peers.
Trifles was
first perforned
at the Warf
Theater in

Pr ovi ncet own
Massachusetts in
August of 1916.
The aut hor

hersel f
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perforned as
Ms. Hale, the
wife of a

nei ghbori ng
farmer.

Trifles by Susan
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perforned by the
Pr ovi ncet own

Pl ayers at the
VWharf Theatre in
Pr ovi ncet own,
Massachusetts,

on August 8,
1916. In the
ori gi nal

per f or mance,

A aspel | pl ayed
the role of Ms.
Hal e. The pl ay

is frequently
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ant hologi'zed in
Anerican
literature

t ext books.

Trifles (play) -
W ki pedi a
Trifles The play
opens on the
scene of an
abandoned

f ar mhouse. The
house is in

disarray, with
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vari ous
activities

i nterrupted,
such as di shes

| eft unwashed
and bread
prepared but not
yet baked.
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G aspel I The
f.ol | ow ng one-
act play is
reprinted from
Trifles.
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TRI FLES a pl ay
in one-act by
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The foll ow ng

one-act play is
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reprinted from.
Susan G aspel | .
New Yor k: Frank
Shay, 1916. It
is nowin the
public domain
and may t heref
ore be perforned
wi t hout

royal ties.
CHARACTERS
GEORGE
HENDERSON,

County Attorney
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Anal ysi s
“Trifles' 1is one
act play, the
storyline of

whi ch revol ves
around a nurder.
This play
successful ly
provi des a
perspective
about the plight
of contenporary
wonen, and gives

t he scope of
Page 19/43



their-status in
society. A |l ook
at Trifles'
summary and
anal ysi s.

Susan d aspell's
Trifles:

Summary,
Synmbol i sm and
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Susan d aspell’s
Trifles brings

attention to the
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political and
soci al

di fferences

bet ween nen and
worren in the

early 1900s.
Trifles may seem
li ke a sinple
story, but it is
rich with

synbol i sm and
nuances of
gender

di f f erences
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giving a glinpse
of the

i nsignificance
of wonen in a
man’ s worl d.

The Irony of
Trifles: A Look
I nt o Susan

d aspell's Pl ay

Trifles is a one-
act play by

Susan d aspel |
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i n which severa
nei ghbors enter,
the Wights’
farmhouse to

i nvestigate the
mur der of John
Wight. John's
wfe, Mnnie, is
suspected of the
murder. Ms....

Trifles Sunmary
- eNot es. com

The pl ay opens
Page 23/43



on the scene of
John and M nni e
Wight s
abandoned

f ar mhouse. The
kitchen is in
disarray with
unwashed di shes,
a | oaf of
uncooked bread,
and a dirty
towel on the
table. The

count Yy attor ney
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Ceor ge Hender son
arrives-at the
house
acconpani ed by
the | oca

sheriff Henry
Peters and the
nei ghbori ng
farmer Lew s

Hal e.
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& Anal ysis |

LitCharts
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Essays for
Trifles. Trifles
essays are
academ c essays
for citation
These papers
were witten
primarily by
students and
provide critical
anal ysi s of
Trifles by Susan
d aspel | . The

Unheimich in
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Susan-d aspell's
Play Trifles: A
Fem ni st

I nterpretation
of Freud's
Uncanny; Layers
of Significance
in Susan

A aspell's
"Trifl es"
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01, 2019 Born in
1876, Susan

A aspell is
mai nl y known in
literary
circles, and it
is for her stage
play "Trifles"
and her short
story of the
sane plot, " A
Jury of Her
Peers."™ Both

wor ks wer e
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i nspi-red by her
experiences as a
courtroom
reporter during
a nmurder tria

in 1900.

A Brief

Bi ogr aphy of
"Trifles"

Pl ayw i ght Susan
d aspel |

She cones down

to us for two
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rel ated works:
her_one-act pl ay
Trifles, witten
in 1916, and a
short story
based on the
play, “A Jury of
Her Peers,”
witten in 1917.
The play and the
story were based
on Margar et
Hossack’ s nurder

trial, which
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G aspel I covered
as a young
reporter for the
Des Moines Daily
News in her hone
state of |owa.

Susan d aspel | :
“Trifles”

Story Wb
“Trifles” is a
pl ay aut hored by
Susan d aspel |

in the year
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1916. -The events
are depicted in
M. & Ms

Wi ght’s house.
Thi s play begins
wth two wonen
and three nen
wal king into the
wright’s house
that is now
abandoned.

Ever ywhere you

| ook, there is

unfi ni shed
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busi ness. A | oaf
of bread and
dirty dishes are
over the
counter.

Trifles Short
Summary -
Sunmmar ySt ory
The broader
political and
i deol ogi ca
envi ronnent of

t he 1900’ s and
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t he socialist
f.em ni st

conmuni ties that
she frequented
had enor nous
effect on the
wor ks of Susan
d aspel |l . She

wr ot e her fanous
play Trifles in
1916. Wnen are
used to worrying
over Trifles,

(d aspell 957).
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Wnen-al ways
face so-much
difficulties
regarding their
gender

di scrim nation.
d aspell’s
Trifles points
out about all

i nf ormati on

t hrough the
conflict and

t hene.
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CGender

D fferences in
Susan d aspell's
Trifles ...

In the case of

t he Dranmm,
“Trifles”
witten by Susan
d aspell, it was

only the wonen
t hat were able
to solve the

nmystery behind

Ms. Wight's
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notive toward
killing her
husband. Men,
particularly...

The Drama Behi nd
the Drama —
Eval uati ng
Literary Synbols

"Trifles" by
Susan d aspel |
is a one-act

pl ay that
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expl ores 't he
theme of the
gender roles and
soci al positions
of men and wonen
inearly twentie
t h-century
Anmerica. The
play is |oosely
based on the
true event of

t he murder of
John Hossack

whi ch d aspel |
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reported on
whi | e_wor ki ng as
a news
journalist in

| owa.

Essay on Trifles
by Susan

d aspell - 473
Wrds | Bartl eby
Susan d aspell’s
play Trifles

rai ses severa

guestions on the
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nature of
justice, whet her
it is relative
or absolute, as
wel | as
guestions of the
nature of gender
roles. One
cannot hel p but
see that the
characters of
the play have
deeply ingrained

i deas about
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t hei r —~gender

rol es, nor can
one ignore the
fact that true
justice appears
to be had in the
end only by
breaki ng t he

est abl i shed
rules of |aw and
or der.

Anal ysi s of
"Trifles" by
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Susan-d aspel |
Free Essay
Exanpl e

what inspired
A aspell to
wite "Trifles"?
her experiences
as a courtroom
reporter during
a nurder tria
in 1900... the
mur der of John
Hossack who was

d aspell's
Page 42/43



husband? Geor ge
Cram Cook. .. she
met himwhile
she was |iving
and witing in

I A
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