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As Lohfink places the church in the greater context of God’s plan for the world, demonstrating the
centrality of its existence for salvation, he then also demonstrates the necessity of the church’s
unity, unanimity, if it is to fulfill that identity and purpose in the world. The church is the gathered
people of God who have answered God’s call and have surrendered their life to God for the embodiment of
God’'s new creation.
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Are not all religions equally close to and equally far from God? Why, then, the Church? Gerhard Lohfink

poses these questions with scholarly reliability and on the basis of his own experience of community in
Does God Need the Church? In 1982 Father Lohfink wrote Wie hat Jesus Gemeinde gewollt? (translated into
English asJesus and Community) to show, on the basis of the New

God does need the church insofar as it is an essential part of God's plan of salvation. That much is
predictable. The way Lohfink tells the story of salvation, however, goes far beyond the standard
ecclesiologies' attempts to choose from various "models" of the church or to make the church "relevant"
to today's society.
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This makes the fact that God needs the church more clear as we see that with Christ’s ascension we
become the incarnation of God on earth. Such a reality makes the old dying Constantinian
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God never intended for you to live an isolated life or an invisible relationship with him. God desires
for his body—his church—to be a public organization who lives for his glory and the good of others (John
17:21-23) . #2. You are to submit to your church’s leadership. To lead his church, God appoints elders as
leaders (Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 5:1-4).
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We need to be the church, and yes, we also need to go to church. Christ loves His bride, and so must we.
Not in theory or from a distance, but in person, in the flesh, every week, for our good, and for God’s
glory. Kevin DeYoung is the senior pastor at University Reformed Church in East Lansing, Michigan.

Church life is declining and the religions are returning, often in new guises.In light of these shifts
and the change in his own view of community, Father Lohfink inquires in Does God Need the Church? of
Israel's theology, Jesus' praxis, the experiences of the early Christian communities, and of what is
appearing in the Church today.
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The title of the book poses the fundamental question: Does God "need" the Church? The book is a
resounding "Yes!" We know that God "needs" a special, chosen People simply because, from the beginning
of Creation, God has always had a special, chosen People. It is the revealed nature of how God works in
the world.

Gerhard Lohfink and Linda M. Translator Maloney for up to 90% off at Textbooks.com.
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Four Reasons Christians Need the Church 1. We need other Christians. If you want to know what you
believe, listen to what your friends say. The more time we spend around people who ridicule God, the
more we allow their attitudes to affect our thoughts and attitudes (Psalm 1:1-2). The more time we spend

with God’s people and in His presence, the more like Jesus we become.

Again in our time, the church must be called toPli%Een to the Word of God. The churches of America too
age



often seem interested in following other voices than the voice of God. For decades, some churches have
taught that the Bible is not fully and truly the Word of God.
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Gerhard Lohfink poses these questions with scholarly reliability and on the basis of his own experience
of community in Does God Need the Church?In 1982 Father Lohfink wrote Wie hat Jesus Gemeinde gewollt?
(translated into English asJesus and Community) to show, on the basis of the New Testament, that faith
is founded in a community that distinguishes itself in clear contours from the rest of society.
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Does God Need the Church? Bernard - November 3, 2014 . Books and Bibles, Church life. Author GERHARD
LOHFINK. Publisher THE LITURGICAL PRESS. ISBN 0-8146-5928-4. This book was originally published in
German in 1998. It is a valuable and insightful read. Slowly, steadily and methodically its author

traces a vision of God’s people right
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God is offering you a gift in the local church—-both for your good and for the good of others. The
statement “I love Jesus; I Jjust don’t care for the church” does not make sense when we understand the
church is a gift given to the people of God for the glory of God. As we love Christ, we love his beloved
bride.
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Yes, a person can be a Christian and not go to church. You can be a Christian and have not yet stepped
into a church. You might have put your faith in Christ after someone shared the gospel with you, but you
haven’t yet had the opportunity to get to a church. On the other hand, this question can be answered,
no.
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The church in all generations is dependent utterly upon the favour of God and the light of his
countenance. This is so in the case of the individual Christian. When we backslide and turn away from
the Lord we are visited with his Fatherly chastisement and the hiding of his face.
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